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brought with them suicidal ideas, she arrived in Brussels com-
pletely exhausted. Yet, notwithstanding this prostration of
mind and body, she played with even more than her usual ani-
mation and fire, sustained, by a feverish and dangerous nervous
excitement, which imparted a momentary power, for which
she paid dearly when the play was over. Great would have
been the terror and admiration of the uninitiated spectator,
who, after witnessing one of the performances that electrified
her audiences, could have seen her, the Circe, but a moment
before so powerful, so imperious, so fascinating, now so ex-
hausted, so breathless, so nearly lifeless, carried off in the
arms of her maids to the sleepless bed she was to leave but to
be brought back to make the same efforts with a like result.
In one of the too numerous letters she either dictated or
wrote, Rachel herself mentions this state of over-excitement.
" The public, the foot-lights, Father Corneille, and even my
own costume, impart a fictitious strength which enables me
to act my part; that done, I am again powerless, and often
remain sunk in melancholy until the next performance."
It was under such disheartening circumstances that she
gave four performances in Brussels. While there, a circum-
stance occurred which was to rescue her from this terrible
state of suffering. The elder Count Lehon spoke to her in
such high terms of a doctor who had effected an extraordinary
cure in the case of one of his relatives, that Rachel, though
almost hopeless of relief, consented to see him. M. Varlez
was a homoeopathic physician too, and the tragedienne had, on
a former occasion, experienced great benefit from the pre-
scription of one of his con/rem. After a thorough examina-
tion of the case, the disciple of Hahnemann undertook the cure,
if the invalid would promise the strictest observance of his
injunctions. The mode of communication being settled, she
continued her journey. A friend who was with her had un-
dertaken to write and forward to M. Varlez daily and circum-
stantial bulletins of the symptoms and effect of the treatment
to which she was subjected. The physician returned minute
instructions and prescriptions.
This singular treatment ty post eventually effected a cure,
though the progress toward it was slow. There waft even at

